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countries punish  only sexual intercourse between near blood-
relations, i.e., descendants and ascendants in the direct line and
brothers and sisters, including half-brothers and half-sisters (Eng-
land : Punishment of Incest Act, 1908 ;  Switzerland, art. 213) ;
others extend the prohibition to " relatives by marriage in the
direct line " (Italy, art. 564) or to "parents collateraux du troisieme
degre ou au-dessous " (China, art. 230), or to relatives by marriage,
without any restriction (Germany, art. 173).x In several countries,
notably Russia, France, India, Egypt, no special penalties for
incest are provided.    A choice between these different systems
can be made only after due consideration of the reasons on which
the legal prohibition should be based.    Why do we now want
to punish incest ?    Of all those aspects that have so far been
ventilated,2 probably only the following can be regarded as
carrying some weight in modern society : popular disgust, the
undermining of family life, and the dangers to progeny arising
from inbreeding.    None of them, however, can possibly justify
the penalization of sexual intercourse outside the circle of blood
relationship.    Whatever may have remained of the true feeling
of family cohesion, it hardly extends beyond the circle of blood
relations.    Again, how greatly popular feeling has changed in
this respect is shown by the recent revision of the Church of
England's " Table of Kindred and Affinity ", by which marriages
between brothers and sisters-in-law, uncles and nieces-in-law,
and aunts and nephews-in-law are made permissible from the
point of view of the Church.3   Lord Quickswood's violent pro-
test against this change as " grievously injuring the reputation of
the  Church of England as a moral teacher . . . wrong has
become right : black has become white ", far from arousing any
popular outcry, was rejected by another correspondent of The
Times as indicating ce a grievous misunderstanding of the true
character of the Church of England ".4   On the other hand, the
Italian system of making incest, even between near blood relations,
punishable only if committed " in such a manner as to cause
public Scandal" (art. 564) does not recommend itself, partly
because of'the vagueness of this criterion, partly because the
harm done through inbreeding should be prevented regardless
1 The German Draft Codes before 1933 had proposed to restrict the prohibition
to blood relations.
a See, for example, Lord Raglan's list of theories put forward to account for
the prohibition of marriage between near relatives in Jocaste's Crime, Chapter XIV.
8 T/ie Times, May 25, 1944.
4 The Times, May 31 and June 2, 1944. See also Report on Sexual Offences against
Toung Persons (1926, Cmd. 2561), p. 21,